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Endogenous vasoinhibins are 
present in the human vitreous 
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RESEARCH RESULTS  ___________________ 

CONCLUSION ____________________ 
 

Prolactin-derived vasoinhibins are natural inhibitors of angiogenesis in the human vitreous 
and their generation is impaired in patients with diabetic retinopathy. 
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Western Blot, human vitreous fluid incubated with artificial 
prolactin, detection of prolactin and vasoinhibins 
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BACKGROUND ______________________ 

The vitreous is free of blood vessels and antiangiogenic. It maintains a transparent state throughout life. In diabetic retinopathy, retinal blood 

vessels invade the vitreous and cause vitreous hemorrhage and retinal detachment, resulting in vision loss or blindness. 
 

Here, we investigate whether vasoinhibins, antiangiogenic peptides derived from the pituitary hormone prolactin, contribute to the 

antiangiogenic characteristics of the vitreous and whether their generation is impaired in the vitreous of patients with diabetic retinopathy. 

 


